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Please share In the Loop with your colleagues and partner organisations 

 
Youth Work Unit News and Events 
 
The Youth Work Unit Yorkshire and the Humber serves on the Covid-19 Youth Work Response Group 
with the NYA; the Mix and other national Youth Sector organisations. The group produced the One Point of 
Contact site for Youth Work and Youth Workers: Youth Work Support   If there are things you would like to 
see on the site, or you see things which could be improved, contact us: theunit@youthworkunit.com 
 

As part of our response to the crisis, the YWU has been hosting a series of on-going thematic 
online network meetings for youth work practitioners and managers in our region. Networks include: 
Youth Voice Workers; those working with LGBT+ young people; Youth Work Leads; the Voluntary Youth 
Organisations Network; the Youth Impact Network and the Young People’s Youth Voice Steering Group. If 
you would like to join in any of the online meetings, let us know:  theunit@youthworkunit.com 
 

Yorkshire & Humber News 

  
Young offenders will make amends for their actions with community work in Sheffield. A new 
Regional Youth Justice contract will ensure offenders take responsibility for their behaviour and make 
amends for the harm they have caused. Doncaster has opted out of joining 
 
Telephone befriending service launched for young people in Harrogate to combat coronavirus 
loneliness. A telephone befriending service has been launched for vulnerable young people who are 
struggling during lockdown: Aiming to give young people practical and emotional support  
 
Children and young people across the Bradford District can enjoy tennis at home during the 
coronavirus lockdown thanks to a major donation from the Lawn Tennis Association. The LTA has arranged 
for almost 5,000 rackets to be distributed to young people in low socio-economic groups across the country 
via Streetgames:       Part of the Tennis at Home campaign 

 
National News 

 
The reason Zoom calls drain your energy. Video chat is helping us stay employed and connected. But 
what makes it so tiring - and how can we reduce ‘Zoom fatigue’? 
Is video chat harder? What’s different compared to face-to-face communication? 
 
HBO to spotlight young adults with autism. A documentary following the lives of five people with autism 
who are on the cusp of adulthood is headed to television. The film “Autism: The Sequel” examines how a 
group of young adults on the spectrum who have varying abilities are faring as 20-somethings. 
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All of those featured appeared in the 2007 HBO documentary “Autism: The Musical”  
 
Just 5% of vulnerable children were in school in England last week. Almost half a million vulnerable 
children who have been allocated emergency school places to keep them safe during the pandemic were 
missing from classrooms last week, according to government figures:  
Confirm on-the-ground reports from schools that few vulnerable pupils are turning up 
 

Virus special  
 
How Young People around the world are celebrating the weirdest Earth Day ever. Activists in six 
countries share tips on how to take action even when you're stuck indoors. The global pandemic has not 
just diverted the world's attention away from climate change as an issue, it's limited what activists are able 
to do: Tara - eradicating plastic pollution through looking at systems of colonialism, capitalism and classism  
 
Children and young people thanked for staying at home during coronavirus outbreak. There are also 
warnings that many youngsters will be traumatised and need counselling once the pandemic is over: 
Thank Our Children campaign recognises the determination and resilience of children and young people 
 
Coronavirus lockdown: Laptops offered for online school lessons at home. Disadvantaged Young 
People in England will be able to borrow laptops to help them study at home because schools are closed 
during the coronavirus pandemic. The Department for Education is also supporting free online lessons: 
"It will "take the pressure" off parents with children at home" 
 
Here's how young people around the world really feel about COVID-19. An in-depth study reveals 
there is a split in what Gen Z and Millennials are concerned about the most: 
‘COVID-19 is a reset button for humanity’ 
 
Introduction to detached youth work during COVID-19. A short guide to support you in planning and 
conducting detached work safely:       Work through the course 
 
Youth employment to be 'hardest hit' by coronavirus crisis a charity has warned, as statistics show 
young people were four times more likely to be unemployed before the outbreak:  
“Sadly, young people are already among the hardest hit in the jobs market" 
 
Check if you can claim for your employees' wages through the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme  
Find out if you’re eligible and how much you can claim to cover wages for employees on temporary leave 
('furlough') due to coronavirus (COVID-19). 
All you need to know about the Job Retention Scheme from those running it 
 
Concerns for young people as porn viewing numbers skyrocket during lockdown. It's been revealed 
the Covid-19 lockdown has sent porn viewing numbers soaring and there's concern higher numbers of 
young people are accessing it as they spend more time on devices at home: 
"They want people they can go to who won't judge them but listen to their concerns" 
 
Charities urge DfE to change 'misleading' Covid-19 care leavers guidance. Government urged to 
retract official coronavirus advice covering local authorities’ duties to care leavers and care-experienced 
children, warning that vulnerable young people “need more support, not less” during the national crisis: 
care-experienced children and young people need more support, not less” 
 

Reports and Studies 
 
Psychologists study impact of lockdown on young people. Psychologists at the University of Sheffield 
and Ulster University have launched a study into how young people are coping with the coronavirus 
lockdown, and why some may not be following government guidelines on physical distancing: 
Psychologists aim to measure rates of anxiety, depression and trauma among young people 
 

Events, Training and Opportunities 
 
UK Youth are encouraging everyone to take part in the 2.6 Challenge. Launches this Sunday, 26th 
April on what should have been the date of the London Marathon, the world’s biggest one-day annual 
fundraising event. Fundraise for either UK Youth or for your own organisation:  
2point6 Challenge starts here 
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Virtual Pride 2020 Find out how Pride is going virtual this year! 
 

MESMAC Online mental health awareness course aimed at anyone in West Yorkshire and 16-20 year 
olds who are male, masculine defining or questioning. 4 sessions but run online via zoom: 
Full details 
 

Resources 
 
A recording of The Webinar by the Federation for Detached Youth Work on Detached Youth Work 
Practice during COVID-19 which took place on the 17th of April and was way-oversubscribed: 
Watch a recording of the Webinar 
 
The One Point of Contact site for Youth Work and Youth Workers: Youth Work Support 
 
Coronavirus information hub for charity tax and finance professionals. Guidance and announcements 
to inform charities during these difficult times. Updated regularly: Very latest news and updates 
 
Young Minds: Coronavirus and mental health. Tips, advice and where you can get support for your 
mental health during the coronavirus (covid-19) pandemic:    Mental Health support for Young People 
 

Blogs and Comment 
 
When the coronavirus crisis is over, Britain owes its young people a decent future. The gilded post-
war generation must foot the bill for this crisis – not those already heavily indebted and lacking 
opportunities: "The world we will finally emerge into looks dark" 
 

Vacancies  
 
The very latest Youth Work related vacancies in Yorkshire and the Humber: Jobs in our region 
 

Consultation 
 
Ofqual seeks views on GCSE and A level grading proposals for 2020. Consultation published on 
exceptional arrangements for awarding GCSEs, AS, A levels, Extended Project Qualification and Advanced 
Extension Award in maths:  Please encourage Young People to take part in this consultation 
 

European Exchange and Partnership Opportunities – Eurodesk 
 
As the European Youth Event (EYE2020) is postponed due to the COVID-19 outbreak, the European 
Parliament has launched a special online edition of the event. EYE Online offers young people from all 
over the European Union and beyond a unique opportunity to virtually meet and inspire each other, share 
their stories and exchange their views. The programme will run until the end of May 2020. 
 
Partnership funding deadline extended due to Coronavirus outbreak. As a result of the impact of the 
(COVID-19) outbreak the European Commission has announced an extension to the deadline for 
partnership funding applications. The deadline for applications is now 23 April 2020 (11am, UK time). 
 
Eurodesk Opportunity finder. Find your next opportunity to travel abroad. Don’t miss out. Look at the 
range of current opportunities for young people and for youth workers:     
Learning, volunteering, travelling and working 
  

Funding 
 
Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) have launched a Coronavirus Emergency Fund, open to 
organisations with a charitable purpose and charitable activities, which had income of £1million or less in 
their last financial year:  Coronavirus Emergency Fund 
 

 
YWU is a charitable company limited by guarantee Registered in England and Wales  

Company number 4435334 Charity number 1096951 
Patron: Richard Earl of Scarbrough 
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