
 

                                               

In the Loop: Number 10 
The World of Young People 

 
Welcome to the YWU’s fortnightly bulletin aiming to keep members up to date with the latest 
developments. This is e-mailed to staff in Local Authorities & voluntary organisations. 
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Please share In the Loop with your colleagues and partner organisations 

 
Youth Work Unit News 
 
Yorkshire and Humber LGBT+ Young People's Event - next Thursday, 31st May - York. An opportunity 
for Young People from LGBT+ Youth Work Groups from across the Yorkshire and Humber region to get 
together and share their experiences. This is the second in a series of events bringing young people 
together in our region, sharing the good work they have been undertaking.  Facilitated by YWU & the 
LGTB+ network & hosted by North Yorkshire.     Young People's Event in York - book here 
 
Yorkshire and the Humber Regional Children in Care and Leaving Care Council’s event, 30th May. A 
follow up to last November's successful full day event. Facilitated by the Youth Work Unit. We will hear 
updates on Pledges made at the last event and on what the young people have been doing since. Further 
details: charleebewsher@youthworkunit.com 
 
On 27th June, The Youth Work Unit, the Centre for Youth Impact and the Department for Digital, 
Culture, Media & Sport (DCMS) are hosting a roundtable event which will explore the role of, and potential 
for, an evidence base for informal and non-formal youth provision.  
Full details and booking in arrangements 
 
Patrick Ambrose and the Youth Work Unit Board Member for Young People, Toni Paxford, will be 
representing our region at the European Youth Event in Strasbourg next week along with 8,000 young 
people and workers from across Europe. Three days of activities are planned, covering a wide range of 
topics.  The European Youth Event 
 
Impact Network meeting: The next meeting of the Yorkshire and Humber Impact network will take place 
on Wednesday 27th June, in York, from 10am to 12.30pm. Participants can be part of a consultation 
for the LGA on developing the Framework of Outcomes for Young People, produced by the Catalyst 
Consortium in 2012 Hosted by the Youth Work Unit Y&H Full details and booking in arrangements 
 
Creating Spaces for Collaboration in Youth and Community Work. Leeds Beckett University. TAG, in 
partnership with the YWU Yorkshire and Humber. The aim of this seminar is to foster greater levels of 
collaboration between higher education institutions and practice agencies in the profiling of challenges and 
opportunities facing youth and community work policy and practice: Full details and booking arrangements 
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West Yorkshire Police are looking for Young People aged from 11 to 17 to enter the first-ever Matrix 
2018 challenge – a cyber competition from which the top 64 participants will go forward to a live final event. 
“The aim of the competition is to recognise talented young people who have IT skills”: Full details 
 

Youth Voice Yorkshire and Humber 
 
Sheffield’s Young People have their say at Millennifest. Young people packed out DINA in Sheffield for 
a day of political debate, workshops and activities to address big issues from community services to Brexit. 
"They wanted to enable positive debate around important but sometimes complex issues"  
 
The Youth Select Committee is a British Youth Council initiative, supported by the House of Commons. 
This year's Youth Select Committee will focus on work experience, which was voted in the top three 
issues by young people in the Make Your Mark ballot:                    Submit your views 
 
The Yorkshire and Humber Youth Voice Steering Group will be meeting with Youth Voice workers 
from across our region on Friday 1st June. 
 

National News 

 
BFI scheme offers young people trainee positions on the next Star Wars film. The scheme follows a 
successful pilot of the programme on Solo: A Star Wars Story in 2017. Thirty trainees will be offered jobs 
on the Star Wars film as part of a programme that gives young people from under-represented 
backgrounds the chance to work in the industry: Episode IX will be in production at Pinewood from July 
 
Colombia discovers the art of keeping young people off the streets. After a failed peace pact raised 
the spectre of gang violence, music and dance have thrown the youth of Colombia’s Chocó region a lifeline. 
“If there is no investment in youth, it is going to be very difficult [to end violence] because the solution is not 
just to arrest people or put more armed forces on the streets, but to create opportunity.” 
“When the young people realised that they could work together, they started to integrate" 
 
New Chair of the Social Mobility Commission recommended. Dame Martina Milburn has been put 
forward as the preferred candidate for the new Chair of the Social Mobility Commission:  
Dame Martina has been put forward as the preferred candidate  
 
A group of student and newly-qualified nurses are at the forefront of a new campaign to attract more 
young people into nursing. As part of the drive, which will mainly run online and on social media, the 
body has recruited a team of “ambassadors”:  
“We want more young people leaving sixth form or college to consider a career in nursing" 
 
Grammar school pupils 'gain no social or emotional advantages' by age 14. Critics say UCL research 
calls into question government’s plans to expand selective state education. Grammar schools only 
outperform their non-grammar peers academically because they select well, rather than because they add 
value, and do not increase social mobility: “You have to question the wisdom of expanding grammars" 
 
Young people living independently need a stable foundation of housing and income if they are to earn 
and learn. There are calls on the UK government to do more to help young people living independently take 
advantage of training and employment opportunities: The full set of recommendations 
 
Does the UN mean anything to the young? The United Nations wants to gain a much better idea of what 
young people are thinking - and to stop feeling "paternalistic" and out of touch. It's going to launch a global, 
information-gathering poll four times a year: 
Global Youth Poll is going to survey more than 25,000 people, aged 10 to 29, in 26 countries 
 
Breaking into the Digital Sector: The skills that Young People need. The digital sector is known for its 
constant change and revolutionary innovations — you can’t sit still or you’ll find yourself being left behind: 
DCMS has stated that the creative sector is growing at four times the rate of the country’s overall workforce 
 
National Theatre to premiere new plays staged by Young People at 2018 Connections Festival. Ten 
UK school and youth theatre companies will stage ten new plays at the 2018 National Theatre Connections 
Festival, which takes place in the Dorfman Theatre from 26-30 June.  
Celebrates new writing for young people aged 13-19 
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Nearly half a million 'hidden' young people left without state help to survive and find work, ministers 
warned. Call for action over huge numbers at risk of 'a life of unemployment and poverty' - despite promises 
of intensive support to achieve their potential: “A life of unemployment and poverty” 
 

Reports 
 
Nearly 40% of young people living in the countryside plan to move to urban centres, according to 
interim results from the Rural Youth Project survey. In addition, 92% say broadband is essential to their 
future, and 50% don’t feel they have a say in what happens in their local community:  
"Transport and broadband are being highlighted as the main issues for young people"  
 
Transgender children 'face discrimination' within social care system. Poor understanding of childhood 
gender dysphoria among social workers and a lack of specialist training on the issues has resulted in 
transgender children and their families suffering discrimination a study has found: Read more 
 
Young people don't care for test cricket anymore, say sports fans. A poll suggests the sport is facing a 
crisis with audience numbers dwindling and organisers looking to shorter forms of the game. "The younger 
generation, whether you like it or not, are just not attracted to cricket: 
"They want something different. They want it to be more exciting. They want it shorter" 
 
Ethnically mixed schools lessen hostility. Pupils in secondary schools with a more diverse racial mix are 
much more positive about people of different ethnicities, say researchers. The more mixed the school, the 
warmer feelings pupils are likely to have towards other races and ethnicities:  
"Diversity of the school population more important than the mix of people in the local area" 
 
UK Youth – State of the Membership Report 2018: 
You can read the full report here 
 

Health 
 
Technology helps young people take control of their mental health. Mind-Fresh is a digital platform 
that helps young people look after their mental health and emotional wellbeing. It won the Technology and 
Data in Nursing Award category in the 2017 Nursing Times Awards:  
See how young people can take charge of their mental health 
 
Young people choosing cannabis before alcohol. There has been a “significant” increase in the number 
of young people experimenting with cannabis before trying alcohol or cigarettes, new research suggests: 
Participants were asked about their use of cannabis, cigarettes, alcohol and illicit drugs 
 
Young people who watch more junk food ads consume 'thousands more calories'. Researchers say 
young people who remember watching more junk food adverts consumed 18,000 more calories a year on 
average.  
Broadcast marketing could be nudging young people towards harmful long-term weight increases" 
 

Blogs 
 
Cheap Nando’s for young Tories? The Conservatives are really winging it. The eatery crushed the Tory 
scheme. But after austerity, it will take more than a chicken discount to make young people join the party: 
"There is now a real risk of killing the party off for good in a generation or so" 
 
They are so clever. So how can Oxford University get it so wrong on access? If it doesn’t make more 
effort to admit young people from disadvantaged backgrounds, the government should step in: 
"82% of Oxford offers went to young people whose parents are in the top two social classes" 
 
Theatre needs to find new ways to reach out to all young people. As someone who was fortunate to be 
taken to theatre regularly as a child, it’s easy to forget that theatregoing, let alone theatre-making, can be 
an alien concept to many young people.  
"He discovered theatre because he needed the loo on the way home from school one day"  
 
“13 Reasons Why is nothing more than a series of highly questionable ethical decisions dressed up as 
edgy social commentary. Do not be fooled by the self-serving declarations of this television show’s 
creators: this is not important, noble or ingenious television”:  
"13 Reasons Why is glorifying and sensationalising some of the grimmest experiences of young people" 
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Vacancies  
 
The very latest Youth Work related vacancies in Yorkshire and the Humber: Jobs in our region 
 
Pimetime Bradford children and young person’s worker Hours: 17.5 hrs per week Salary: £19,825 (pro 
rata) Application Closing Date: Tuesday 29th May 2018, 12 (noon)               Details 
 

Events and Training 
  
Getaway Girls have launched a 100-day campaign to celebrate the century of voting rights for 
women.  They will be hosting ‘100 dreams, 100 days’ which will involve 100 young women from across 
Leeds, who will each be sharing their dreams for the future on Twitter, using the hashtag 
#100dreams100days: Read all about it 
 
Leeds Trans and Gender Identity meeting: 29th May, 6 – 7:30pm 
 
Date for your diary: The People's Powerhouse convention. 20th November 2018 – Bradford. 
 

Resources 

 
Youth Work Training: Frequently Asked Questions: All those questions about getting involved in Youth 
Work which you were afraid to ask. Where to get help; progression routes etc. etc. 
Information from the NYA 
 
The National Youth Agency also holds a list of all those courses and programmes that have previously 
conferred qualified status for youth workers:                Am I qualified? 
 
5 things you should know on Pansexual Visibility Day. Today is Pansexual Visibility Day. Much like 
Bi Visibility Day, when bisexual people remove their invisibility cloaks and instead don their fetching bi vis 
jackets, Pan Visibility Day is a day to celebrate and recognise those who identify as pansexual. To help you 
do that, here’s 5 things you should know: "It’s nothing to do with saucepans or frying pans" 
 

European Exchange and Partnership Opportunities – Eurodesk 
 
Seminar about Youth Work against Violent Radicalisation. Western Balkans, 19 - 24 November 2018. 
Working with young people in Europe and its neighbouring regions, in order to strengthen their resilience to 
violent radicalisation, and reinforce the openness and inclusiveness of communities in which they live: 
Further information and application processes 
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