
 

                                               

In the Loop: Number 4 
The World of Young People 

 
Welcome to the YWU’s fortnightly bulletin aiming to keep members up to date with the latest 
developments. This is e-mailed to staff in Local Authorities & voluntary organisations. 
 

Youth Work Unit Y&H - Stringer House, 34 Lupton Street, Leeds LS10 2QW. 
Office open: Tues, Weds & Thurs. 0113 270 3595, theunit@youthworkunit.com 

Web: www.youthworkunit.com Twitter: @YouthWorkUnit 

 
March 15th 2018 

 
Please share In the Loop with your colleagues and partner organisations 

 
 
Youth Work Unit News 
 
An introduction to understanding impact. Includes an introduction to Theory of Change. A day to 
explore Impact in the Youth Sector and how Theory of Change can contribute to organisations identifying 
their impact and providing evidence. 28th March 10 – 4 pm. At West Leeds Activity Centre, Lenhurst 
Avenue, Leeds LS12 2RE:  Full details and booking form 
 
The next Yorkshire and Humber Regional Group of Youth Work Trainers meeting will take place on 
Tuesday 10th April at Youth Association South Yorkshire (YASY) in Sheffield between 10am and 1pm. 
This meeting is open to anyone providing Youth Work related training in our region. Louise Atkin will 
represent the NYA talking about Level 2 and Level 3 training and the Youth Work Apprenticeship 
Trailblazer: Book your free place 
 
The next meeting of the Yorkshire and Humber LGBT+ Youth Work Network will take place on 
Thursday 19th April from 10am to 1.00pm at the Orangebox Young People’s Centre, 1 Blackledge, Halifax 
(Next door to the Piece Hall). Open to all those working with LGBT+ young people in our region 
Attend the meeting 
 
Training – talk to us about your training needs or watch this space for further updates on our expanding 
training offer. 
 

Yorkshire & Humber News 

 
Yorkshire is ‘most improved region for young people looking for an apprenticeships’. Young people 
living in Yorkshire have a considerably greater chance of securing an apprenticeship: 
The only region to record a decrease in the actual number of NEET 16-24 year olds  
  
Highfield Community Association will spend its £200,641 lottery grant on youth work across the 
whole of Keighley Central ward. The project will set out to improve the life chances of teenagers in areas 
such as Highfield, Knowle Park, Lawkholme, Holycroft and Showfield:  
"A massive need for services for young people" 
 
Around £15m of government funding will go to eight new "partners in practice", to expand a peer 
support programme that sees leading children's services departments work with other local authorities to 
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improve standards. The East Riding of Yorkshire, and Doncaster Children's Services Trust will benefit. 
The government has also pledged £2m to improve leadership in children's services: 
Will "deliver an enhanced programme of sector-led support to councils" 
 
This map shows the schools and youth organisations that are taking part in BBC School Report in the 
2017-18 academic year. You can find participating schools and organisations by using the search box or 
clicking on the map to zoom in or view them by Local Authority area on the A-Z list: 
Surf the map 
 

Youth Voice Yorkshire and Humber 
 
Youth Select Committee to investigate barriers to work experience. The British Youth Council’s Youth 
Select Committee will explore the barriers preventing young people from accessing work experience in its 
next inquiry: Get involved 
 

National News 

 
More than one third of parents have lied about their children’s age to get discounted tickets for 
travel, entertainment or events, according to research. One in 10 have even trained their sons and 
daughters to give misleading answers if questioned at the box office: Tactics include hiding their little ones 
from ticket inspectors 
 
Call to tighten junk food advert rules after obesity link shown. Young people who recall seeing such 
marketing frequently are more likely to be obese:   
Rules on adverts for junk food should be tightened campaigners say 
 
BBC launches 'fake news' game for young people that puts them at 'heart of newsroom' amid a 
breaking news story:   A chance to experience being a BBC journalist in the “heart of the newsroom” 
 
New National Minimum Wage and National Living Wage rates. The hourly rate for the minimum wage 
depends on your age and whether you’re an apprentice: 
The rates in full 
 
Young people are cleverly using imagery to change the conversation on gun violence. On 
Wednesday, students at nearly 3,000 schools walked out of their classrooms for 17 minutes in honour of 
the 17 people murdered at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School one month ago: 
They marched with red tape over their mouths 
 
Murdered Becky Watts 'threatened over sexting'. She was told explicit pictures of her would be 
posted online months before she was killed, it has been revealed. Becky's step-brother Nathan 
Matthews suffocated her at her home in St George, Bristol, in February 2015: 
 "Parents did not know she was being bullied and "could not keep her safe" 
 
Parents fined £24m for children's truancy and term time holidays. A BBC investigation also shows 
some councils are issuing penalties at rates five times higher than the average. Some parents say they now 
actively budget for the cost of fines when planning holidays: About 400,000 penalties issued 
 
Lessons about risks of gambling piloted in British schools. Trials of a scheme to teach children about 
problems that can ‘wreak havoc on people’s lives’ are taking place:  
One in six 11-to-15-year-olds admitted to gambling in the last week 
 
A group of school pupils allegedly chained a black student to a lamppost and whipped him in a 
"mock slave auction". Police are investigating the allegation, which happened at a school in Bath, and 
said it was taking it "extremely seriously”:  
"The pupil was prodded with sticks and called "extreme racist names" 
 
National Citizen Service to be central to government integration drive. More young people will be 
encouraged to take part in the government's flagship National Citizen Service initiative as part of efforts to 
improve community integration in five areas where segregation is a problem: 
The government also wants schools to promote "British values" 
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Reports and Publications 

 
'Mind-Blowing' Rates Of Vegans and Vegetarians Are Young People, Says New Poll. The food 
industry will 'have to adapt' to changing eating habits: How eating habits are changing 
 
Young people and loneliness: 'What happens when we fail?' "There can be so much disappointment 
and loneliness because we are encouraged to aspire and have ambitions - and then what happens when 
we fail?  "Old connections are broken. Who do you turn to?" 
 
Review: Transgender Children and Young People: Born In Your Own Body: edited by Heather 
Brunskell-Evans and Michele Moore. Rachel Pain begs to differ: “Transgender children do not exist” 
 

Health 
 
Are e-cigarettes leading young people to take up smoking? A New Study Says Yes. The risk of 

initiating cigarette smoking is three times as high for adolescents who vape than for those who do not:   
e-cigarettes are hurting a lot more than they help 
 
Too many children and young people find themselves at 'crisis point' before accessing mental 
health services because health care, education and other public services are not working together as 
effectively as they could to protect and support their best interests, a report from the Care Quality 
Commission (CQC) has found: National action required to support children and young people 
 

Blogs 
 
Theatres won’t grow new audiences if they stick young people in the cheap seats. The introduction of 
premium seats ensures that those with money can snore their way through sold-out shows while those who 
really want to be there watch from the gods: "Standing tickets allow you to be right in the thick of the action" 
 
Seven years into civil war, young Syrian refugees are building their own future. If we don’t encourage 
ambitious, young people to follow their passion for learning and change, they might never be able to tap 
into that energy again:   It is crucial for young people to get the skills they need to build their own future 
 

Vacancies  
 
The very latest Youth Work related vacancies in Yorkshire and the Humber: Jobs in our region 
 
Mentoring youth facilitator Location: Home based role with travel across Leeds City Region 
Hours: 18 hours p/week 
Salary: £20,000 per annum (pro rata). Start date: ASAP. Closing date: 29/03/18 
Full details 
 

Events and Training 
 
CSE Training for anyone who works with young people. It's National CSE Awareness Day on March 
18th and Sheffield Futures still have a few places on their highly sought after training package and resource 
‘Friend or Foe?’ on Monday 19th March: To book your place, please follow the link here. 
 
Choose Youth meetings 2018. Meetings will be held in the North Wing, London Guildhall on the following 
dates: 

Wednesday 2nd May 10.30 to 2.30 room 11  

Tuesday 18th September 10.30 to 2.30 – room 10  
 

Resources 
 
Integrated Communities Strategy Green Paper Building stronger, more united communities:  
Read it here in full 
 

European Exchange and Partnership Opportunities – Eurodesk 
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Erasmus+, one of the EU's iconic and most successful programmes, today adds an online version 
to its mobility actions, to link more students and young people from European countries and the 
Southern neighbourhood of the EU:   
The online version of Erasmus+ will complement the traditional physical mobility programme  
 

Consultation 
 
Tracey Crouch, Minister for Civil Society, launches the consultation regarding the development of a Civil 
Society Strategy. Plans for consultation work with young people are being finalised: 
Make your contribution 
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