
 

                                               

In the Loop: Number 21 

Welcome to the YWU’s fortnightly bulletin aiming to keep members up to date with the latest 
developments. This is e-mailed to staff in member LAs & voluntary organisations. 
 

Youth Work Unit Y&H - Stringer House, 34 Lupton Street, Leeds LS10 2QW. 
Office open: Tues, Weds & Thurs. 0113 270 3595, theunit@youthworkunit.com 

Web: www.youthworkunit.com Twitter: @YouthWorkUnit 

October 26th 2017 
 

 

Youth Work Unit News 
 
Training – talk to us about your training needs or watch this space for further updates on our expanding 
training offer. We are currently delivering training in West Yorkshire in partnership with Bradford College 
and will be delivering in North Yorkshire in partnership with North Yorkshire CC in the New Year. 
 
The AGM of the Youth Work Unit Yorkshire and the Humber will take place on Thursday 9th November 
in Doncaster. It will take place during our Annual Conference:  
“Filling the Vacuum 2”                                Annual Conference - Filling the Vacuum 2 
 

Yorkshire & Humber News 

 
We're failing a generation of young people because of underfunding in education, warns York 
College boss. Alison Birkinshaw successfully stood for election as this year's President of the Association 
of Colleges, so that she could speak out on educational funding:  
Education will be impoverished - hopelessly narrow and inadequate 
 
Concerns over access to Duke of Edinburgh award scheme in Wharfedale. Councillors have held 
discussions with Bradford council officers on how to best enable young people to access the scheme in the 
Wharfedale ward following a decision to by Bradford Council not to renew the District Operating Authority 
Licence for the scheme after March 31, 2018:  
"The Council will no longer hold the DofE licence or directly deliver the DofE expeditions" 
 
Nearly one in five people in Yorkshire have witnesses someone collapse and need CPR, new 
research figures from the British Heart Foundation show. The figures were released on Restart a Heart Day 
– when Yorkshire ambulance staff, the BHF, and the Resuscitation Council help teach thousands of young 
people CPR: CPR may be the difference between life and death for hundreds of people every year  
 
Under 25s in North Yorkshire are twice as likely to be snared by online 'phishing scams.' A new 
study has found that teenagers are more likely to fall victim to internet conmen than those over the age of 
55:                More than one in ten young people have fallen victim to 'phishing' scams 
 

Yorkshire & Humber Youth Voice News 

 
Make Your Mark 2017 results report – results of the national poll of young people. You might want to see 
page 28 for the Yorkshire & Humber MYM results.   Make Your Mark Report 
And a very handy infographic for those who like pictures 
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‘Bringing Channel 4 to Leeds will spark a creative revolution’ - young Yorkshire stars back campaign. 
Parts of Channel 4 - including its digital arm and some of the responsibility for commissioning programmes 
could be relocated to ensure television better represents the North: 
"A host of young actors and producers from the region to support the campaign" 
 

National News 

 
Government calls on councils to take on NCS role. Councils should play more of a role supporting local 
National Citizen Service (NCS) programmes and encouraging more young people to take part, the 
government has said: Guidance has been produced to help local authorities "embed" NCS into local areas  
 
Children's services 'increasingly supported by voluntary sector'. Demand for voluntary sector 
organisations to provide support services for children and young people is rising as cash-strapped councils 
look to prioritise support for the most vulnerable, a study has found: 
Child protection thresholds were being raised by councils as a result of ongoing financial pressures 
 
Young offenders 'should have social media monitored' Young people at risk of being involved in crime 
should have their social media profiles monitored by youth workers, a probation watchdog report has said: 
A quarter of crimes "directly related" to a young person's use of social media 
 
MP calls for change in the law to protect young people from 'predatory driving instructors'. Richard 
Graham MP told the House of Commons that instructors who are in a position of trust should not be 
allowed to have sex with their students: 
"Risks to young drivers of being groomed by a predatory instructor." 
 
In a restive corner of Pakistan, a Kenyan start-up will teach thousands of young people to code. 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is demographically the youngest of all provinces in Pakistan, with 73.8% of its 
population aged below 29. Rolling out a 20-week full-stack software development course 
 
Heavily subsidised cheap holidays for young people courtesy of NCS: 
Holidays for 16/17 year olds - you pay a maximum of £50 - NCS  
 
The UK financial regulator has warned of a growing “wealth gap” between the young and the old in 
Britain, as those in their 20s and 30s become increasingly reliant on borrowing from family and friends or 
using credit and store cards to make ends meet. 25m people are potentially “financially vulnerable” 
 

Reports and Publications 

 
Half of employers say Brexit will have a negative impact on young people, according to a YouGov 
survey for the charity Young Women’s Trust: 
42 per cent of those aged 16 to 30 said Brexit was a cause of anxiety 
 
Local safeguarding - transitional arrangements. Statutory guidance for local authorities, LSCBs, 
safeguarding partners, child death review partners, and the Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel. 
This is statutory guidance. 
Replacement of Local Safeguarding Children Boards with new local safeguarding arrangements 
 

Health 

 
New tool assesses trans young people’s interest in having kids post-transition:   
Views of trans young people in the impact of their transition on long-term fertility 
 
When the state abandons suicidal children, something has gone badly wrong. Because of 
Conservative cuts to NHS funding, young people having a mental health crisis are having to turn to charity. 
There’s simply no one else to help them:  
Children and young people with mental health problems are waiting up to 18 months to be treated 
 
Children's mental health green paper 'to feature joint-working duty'. Expectations could be placed on 
education and health services to work together in both schools and health settings as part of efforts to 
boost support for young people facing mental health difficulties, it has emerged.  
"To ensure "the right treatment is provided at the right time in the right place" 
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Young Minds: Help us put an end to dangerous restraint being used in hospitals. “You have an 
urgent opportunity to help change the law to limit the use of dangerous restraint on children and young 
people in mental health hospitals”: "We have the opportunity to change the law, but we need your help" 
 

Vacancies  
 
The very latest Youth Work related vacancies in Yorkshire and the Humber: Jobs in our region 
 
Practice Development Manager – National Youth Agency. £35,000 – £40,000 per annum. Closing 
date 3rd November:        Full details 
 

Events and Training 
 
Understanding outcome measures to improve children and young people's mental health and 
wellbeing: Sheffield Hallam University. November 2nd:              Full details and how to book 
 
Yorkshire and Humber Region LGTB+ Young People’s groups get together. Saturday 28th October 
2017. Central Wakefield. Young People from across the region will meet together to share their 
experiences and the work they have been doing and have fun:                   Flyer for the event 
All participants need to book in here to secure a place                      
 
“Filling the Vacuum 2” The Annual Conference of the Youth Work Unit Yorkshire and the Humber 
will take place on Thursday 9th November in Doncaster. There will be inputs from In Defence of Youth 
Work; the National Youth Agency and the Institute for Youth Work. You can book here: 
Book your place here 
 
Bradford College. National Youth Work Week Event. Youth and Community Showcase. 
Wednesday 8th November 12:30 – 16:30        Full details in one handy flyer - please share 
 
Bradford Thursday, 9 November and Hull Wednesday, 15 November: The Stand Out in a Global 
Market event series inspires young people to kick start their careers by gaining experience abroad. These 
free one-day events are targeted at sixth formers. The events demonstrate the range of opportunities 
available, from vocational courses to international exchanges. 
Full details of the Bradford Event                                                    Full details of the Hull Event 
 
The Youth and Policy conference 'Youth Policy: Then and Now' will take place at Hinsley Hall, 
Leeds, 9th-10th February 2018: Youth Policy: Then and Now  
 
This year Anti-Bullying week, co-ordinated by the Anti-Bullying Alliance, takes place from 13 - 17 
November. The event shines a spotlight on bullying and encourages all to take action against bullying 
throughout the year. The theme this year is 'All Different, All Equal' and aims to empower children and 
young people, celebrating what makes them, and others, unique: About Anti-Bullying Week 2017  
 
Choose Youth are now finalising arrangements for their drop-in evening for MPs and Lords on November 
6th, 2016, between 4 and 6.00pm as one of the many events taking place supporting Youth Work Week, 
inviting youth groups and youth workers to be part of the event to inform MPs and Lords of their vital work: 
It is possible to book in to the event right here 
 
Yorkshire and Humber Children in Care Councils and Care Leavers Conference. Leeds. 25th 
November. Aimed at anyone with responsibilities for young people in Care and strategic decision-makers.  
Here is the flyer including full details and booking arrangements 
 
On 6th December the National Youth Agency are jointly hosting a conference with the LGA on ‘A 
New Vision for Youth Services’. The LGA will be launching their vision for the council role in youth 
services, and the day will comprise workshops and break-out sessions to look at how partners can work 
together to provide the best services for young people in their area: More details 
 

In Defence of Youth Work: Is the tide turning? Tuesday, 21 November 2017 from 13:15 
LS1/12 University of Huddersfield, Lockside Building:  Book your free ticket here 
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Blogs 
 
There is an epidemic of despair among young people. When will we admit that phones play a role? For 
more than a century there have been clinical reports of people mutilating themselves when emotions or 
stress become overwhelming. Now the number of British teenagers engaged in such desperate actions is 
rocketing:        Girls aged between 10 and 19 three times more likely to self-harm than boys 
 

European Exchange and Partnership Opportunities 
 
October for the Eurodesk network will be all about inspiring you to get moving to reap the benefits of spending 
time in another country. For the whole month, Eurodesk are going the extra mile to tell you about studying, 
volunteering, working or travelling abroad. As a Eurodesk Partner, the Youth Work Unit is here to help: 

The Time to Move campaign 
 
Submit the best and most inventive photo using a Eurodesk selfie frame. You can find a frame by 
checking out which Eurodesk UK Partner is situated closest to you, or check out the map of events. Along 
with a photo, we would like you to tell us what your European adventure would be:    
Full details of the competition 
 

Consultation 
 
Leeds City Council Youth Work Review. They are now beginning a review of the city’s Youth Work 
provision with the aim of identifying how best to improve outcomes and respond to the needs of vulnerable 
young people:    Have your say 
 
A list of all parliamentary committee inquiries, many of which concern young people, where the initial 
call for evidence is still open:    Contribute your thoughts and experiences 
 

Funding 
 
Vinspired cashpoint. Create and run your own social action project. Get up to £500 to make it happen. 
They’ll stump up the cash if: The project is run by a 14-25 year old volunteer in the UK and the project has 
a clear community benefit                         How does it work?  
 

YWU is a charitable company limited by guarantee Registered in England and Wales  
Company number 4435334 Charity number 1096951 

Patron: Richard Earl of Scarbrough 
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