
 

                                               

In the Loop: Number 19 

Welcome to the YWU’s fortnightly bulletin aiming to keep members up to date with the latest 
developments. This is e-mailed to staff in member LAs & voluntary organisations. 
 

Youth Work Unit Y&H - Stringer House, 34 Lupton Street, Leeds LS10 2QW. 
Office open: Tues, Weds & Thurs. 0113 270 3595, theunit@youthworkunit.com 
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Youth Work Unit News 
 
Training – talk to us about your training needs or watch this space for further updates on our expanding 
training offer. We are currently delivering training in West Yorkshire in partnership with Bradford College 
and will be delivering in North Yorkshire in partnership with North Yorkshire CC in the New Year. 
 
Please accept formal notice that the AGM of the Youth Work Unit Yorkshire and the Humber will take 
place on Thursday 9th November in Doncaster. More details of times and venue will follow. It will 
take place during our annual conference “Filling the Vacuum 2” 
 

Yorkshire & Humber News 

 
Heartbroken dad's fight to stop suicide among young people. “Matt was talking in a language we 
did not understand. He wanted to end his pain, not to end his life, and with the correct help he could 
still be here,” Dennis Graham spoke at the York Suicide Prevention conference  
 
Hull Company helps create jobs for young people with learning disabilities. Sewell facilities 
management have partnered with Mencap to offer paid work and training  
Creating jobs and training opportunities for young people  
 
A new programme to boost the prospects of young people in Sheffield and South Yorkshire by 
encouraging them to stay in school and achieve better exam grades could have a 'transformative impact', 
its leader has said: "South Yorkshire Futures is our response to the challenge"  
 
Raising aspirations project helps almost 500 young people across North Lincolnshire. The project 
has been in operation for just 12 months and has helped hundreds of young people: 
Creating volunteering opportunities 
 
“As a young person, the uber-centralised state of the UK is a reoccurring punch in the face every 
time I apply for jobs: the majority of them are based in London. There is a huge brain drain taking 
place, as more and more talented young people are moving to London to further their careers: 
Rich southern councils are getting massive bailouts… while poor ones up north get nowt 
 
The drug that's deadlier than heroin: Addicts filmed shooting up fentanyl in Hull. One drug user said 
she became comatose and nearly died after taking the lethal substance:  
"Addiction to it has seen their lives spiral out of control" 
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Yorkshire & Humber Youth Voice News 

 
The British Youth Council are looking for two trustees, aged 16-19, to join the Board.  They are looking 
for applicants with either experience of finance, fundraising, human resources or legal matters.  
The deadline to apply for this position is Sunday 24 September 2017 
 
Yorkshire and Humber Youth Voice Workers meeting 19th October at Harrogate Library, Victoria, 
Harrogate. 
 

National News 

 
The Young Women's Trust says a quarter of young people in England and Wales borrow to make 
ends meet and are facing a "debt epidemic".  Using overdrafts to make ends meet was a fact of life for 
one in five of those recently surveyed, similar numbers borrowed from family, while almost as many ran up 
credit cards debts: Young people 'face debt epidemic' 
 
Women and young people most likely to be on zero-hours contracts. 34 per cent of workers with no 
guaranteed hours are aged 16 to 24 – the largest age group:  
"Zero-hours contracts which exploit young women, are used far too often" 
Facebook claims that it can reach more young people than actually exist in the UK. Facebook says it 
can reach 7.8 million users aged between 18 and 24. The Office of National Statistics, however, says there 
were only 5.8 million people in that age group in the whole in the country in 2016. 
“This is yet another self-reporting error by Facebook" 
 

Reports and Publications 

 
A survey has found that 95% of people aged 16-25 weren’t taught about LGBT+ relationships in 
school, despite finding that 97% felt that they should be included. 1,035 young people who had 
graduated from a wide range of schools took part in the survey:  
One in seven students hadn’t received ANY sex or relationship education  
 
The number of teenagers who play outside, read books or get enough sleep has dropped 
dramatically on previous decades, a survey has found. 
The poll is part of a study by Barnardo's  
 
Girls as young as seven in UK have been boxed in by gender stereotyping. Girl-guiding poll finds 
more than half, aged 7-21, lacking confidence to speak freely, while society reinforces barriers to progress: 
"They cannot say or do what they want because of gender stereotyping" 
 
Number of young people penalised for carrying knives at eight-year high. Ministry of Justice data 
shows under-18s were cautioned or sentenced for knife possession 1,180 times from April to June: 
In total, 5,237 knife possession offences were dealt with  
 
The multi -agency response to children living with domestic abuse. The extent to which, in the six 
local authorities inspected, children’s social care, health professionals, the police and probation officers 
were effective in safeguarding children: Read the full government  report 
 
Is the tide turning? A workshop template to help you be involved in discussion of the In Defence of Youth 
Work paper which you can also access through the IDYW site. We are encouraged to meet together to talk 
through the issues raised:     Access the workshop template 
 
The Social Mobility Challenges Faced by Young Muslims - September 2017. Young people from 
Pakistani and Bangladeshi backgrounds are more likely than ever to succeed in education and go on to 
university than other groups - particularly girls. Despite their successes, however, Muslims experience the 
greatest economic disadvantages of any group in UK society: Read the report 
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Health 

 
A quarter of girls and nearly one in 10 boys show signs of depression at the age of 14, say UK 
researchers. The government-funded study of over 10,000 young people looked at how many experienced 
the signs of depression not a clinical diagnosis of one.   
Being from a poorer background or being of mixed or white ethnic background appeared to raise the risk 
 
An Education Policy Institute report has highlighted over quarter of children and young people 
referred for specialist mental health services fail to get the help they need. “It’s worrying that so many 
cases were not accepted due to bureaucratic difficulties inherent in the referral process in many areas.” 
"Problems with the process of referral or because of high thresholds to access specialist services" 
 
Controversial Lightning Process 'helps children with chronic fatigue syndrome'. Trial unexpectedly 
shows a combination of osteopathy life coaching and neuro-linguistic programming helps children with 
CFS/ME get better: One in every 100 Young People of secondary school age has CFS 
 
“It could save your life”: Lincoln meningitis survivor urges young people to get free vaccine. As 
Meningitis Awareness Week begins, a meningitis survivor from Lincoln is urging young people to get a 
lifesaving vaccine: University freshers are particularly at risk  
 
A Barnardo’s study reveals that two thirds of care leavers identified as having mental health needs 
were not receiving any help from a statutory service. The research suggests that nearly half of 
England’s 26,340 care leavers may be suffering with mental health problems:  
One in four had faced a mental health crisis since leaving care 
 

Vacancies  
 
The very latest Youth Work related vacancies in Yorkshire and the Humber: Jobs in our region 
 
CYPN jobs page for Yorkshire and the Humber     More jobs 
 
Community Development Worker MESMAC. York. Closing date is:  Noon on Thursday 12th 
October 2017   Fixed Term contract 1 year 
 

Events and Training 
 
Our next Impact Network meeting is planned for the 27th September, 10 am - 12.30 pm at Lightwaves 
Wakefield, WF1 3LJ (opposite Wakefield bus station, and there is good parking nearby). The meeting will 
incorporate an introduction to the Resilience Framework developed in Wakefield and the Confidence 
Framework developed by Catch 22.. 
Full details here including booking in process 
 
Bradford Thursday, 9 November and Hull Wednesday, 15 November: The Stand Out in a Global 
Market event series inspires young people to kick start their careers by gaining experience abroad. These 
free one-day events are targeted at sixth formers. The events demonstrate the range of opportunities 
available, from vocational courses to international exchanges. 
Full details of the Bradford Event                                      Full details of the Hull Event 
 
Yorkshire and Humber Region LGTB+ Young People’s groups get together. Saturday 28th October 
2017. Central Wakefield. Young People from across the region will meet together to share their 
experiences and the work they have been doing and have fun:  
All participants need to book in here to secure a place 
 
Trans and Gender Diverse Identity Awareness Training. Delivered by Barnardo's Positive Identities.  
This half day training course will introduce participants to key concepts and terms around gender identity, 
as well as exploring gender diversity and transgender experiences:  Details and booking arrangements 
 
The Youth and Policy conference 'Youth Policy: Then and Now' will take place at Hinsley Hall, 
Leeds, 9th-10th February 2018: Youth Policy: Then and Now  
 
Young people and extremism: Building resilience through youth empowerment. The Study Visit will 
examine the way young people are perceived in society and how this can influence our engagement with 
them on issues of extremism and radicalisation. Apply now to be involved:  Details 
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This year Anti-Bullying week, co-ordinated by the Anti-Bullying Alliance, takes place from 13 - 17 
November. The event shines a spotlight on bullying and encourages all to take action against bullying 
throughout the year. The theme this year is 'All Different, All Equal' and aims to empower children and 
young people, celebrating what makes them, and others, unique: About Anti-Bullying Week 2017  
 
Choose Youth are now finalising arrangements for their drop-in evening for MPs and Lords on November 
6th, 2016, between 4 and 6.00pm as one of the many events taking place supporting Youth Work Week, 
inviting youth groups and youth workers to be part of the event to inform MPs and Lords of their vital work: 
It is possible to book in to the event right here 
 
Specialised Gender Identity Services for those aged 17+. NHS Public Consultation. Hilton Leeds City, 
Leeds. 2nd October 2017 10:00am – 12:30pm   Book here to take part 
 
Regional Children in Care Council meeting. Leeds. 25th November. Aimed at anyone with responsibilities 
for young people in Care. Please contact theunit@youthworkunit.com in the first instance to book and for 
details. 
 
Blogs and Comment 
 
Boris' attack on young people is part of Brexit's 'traitor' narrative. "If you believe you're a citizen of the 
world, you're a citizen of nowhere. You don't understand what the very word 'citizenship' means." 
"An explicit demand, from the prime minister, to conform - to prove your allegiance" 
 
It’s hard enough as a foster child without being demonized. The issue of young people in foster care 
only seems to make headlines when the story is negative. They and those who care for them deserve 
better: "Children don’t tend to end up in foster care without trauma" 
 
We need to talk to young people about porn. After the government announced sex and relationship 
education will be mandatory in schools, campaigners are saying porn also needs to be included. ELLE 
marked sexual health week by investigating why the contentious and, often stigmatised, issue should to be 
incorporated into the curriculum:  
"The majority of young people (60%) were 14 years or younger when they first clapped eyes on porn" 

 
The Labour Party under the leadership of Jeremy Corbyn is a massive 46 percentage points ahead 
of the Conservative Party among 18 to 24-year-olds: Why do young people need socialism? 
 
“We need more transparency to inform young people that porn is an industry and a fantasy. We are 
increasingly living our lives online, with porn having an impact on young people’s sexual expectations and 
experiences” "(We need to have) honest, upfront conversations with young people" 
 

European Exchange and Partnership Opportunities 
 
October for the Eurodesk network will be all about inspiring you to get moving to reap the benefits of spending 
time in another country. For the whole month, Eurodesk are going the extra mile to tell you about studying, 
volunteering, working or travelling abroad. As a Eurodesk Partner, the Youth Work Unit is here to help: 

The Time to Move campaign 

 
Submit the best and most inventive photo using a Eurodesk selfie frame. You can find a frame by 
checking out which Eurodesk UK Partner is situated closest to you, or check out the map of events. Along 
with a photo, we would like you to tell us what your European adventure would be:    
Full details of the competition 

 
There is still time to apply for Erasmus+ funding in 2017 for youth mobility, youth strategic partnerships, 
and structured dialogue projects. The Round 3 funding deadline is 4th October. Application details and 
guidance notes are on the Erasmus+ UK website. Go for it whilst opportunities are still available 
 
The European Youth Card is packed with discounts to access culture, accommodation, travel, shopping 
and more. They can discover Europe, get useful info and participate in projects. Share this link with young 
people who are travelling in Europe this summer to enable them to access any of over 60,000 discounts: 
The European Youth Card - please share with young people 
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Consultation 
 
The government initiated a survey to understand the experiences of lesbian, gay, bisexual or 
transgender (LGBT) people living in the UK. This consultation closes at 11:45pm on 15 October 2017: 
Have your say before it closes 
 
A list of all parliamentary committee inquiries, many of which concern young people, where the initial 
call for evidence is still open:    Contribute your thoughts and experiences 
 

 
Tenders, Contracts, Grants and Funding 
  
The Yorkshire and Humber Funding Fair. You are invited to the largest funding fair in the region, 
organised by The Yorkshire and Humber Funders’ Forum – 4th October at Unity Works, Wakefield: 
Full details of how to get involved 
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