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INTRODUCTION
Young people hear the terms devolution and the Northern Powerhouse and to most they 
have little meaning or relevance. This is because politicians and others rarely consult or 
engage with young people about devolution in the north of England. This means they struggle 
to engage in major political developments that have the potential to affect their lives, feeding 
into the feeling that they are invisible politically and into a sense of political disconnection.

The Northern Powerhouse Youth Voice Project was a twenty month Erasmus Plus funded 
programme designed to inform young people on devolution and the development of the 
Northern Powerhouse. It gave decision makers the opportunity to meet with young people 
from across the North of England to develop inclusive political narratives. 

The project aimed to:

• To explore what the Northern Powerhouse means to young people and how it might 
affect their lives

• To increase the participation of young people and their democratic education by 
encouraging a co-production approach in developing a range of policy ideas

• To bring young people and key policy-makers linked with the Northern Powerhouse 
together to discuss how the Northern Powerhouse might benefit young people and 
their economic futures. 

HOW:
Over the life of the project 26 young people engaged as members of the Steering 
Group to lead the project. They came from across Yorkshire & Humber and North West 
Regions through the Yorkshire and Humber Youth Work Unit and Youth Focus NW. They 
represented 38 local authority areas and over a million young people. Over 200 young 
people took part in events and workshops.

WHAT:
During the project, the young people undertook an extensive range of activities to enhance 
their capacity and policy-input in terms of the Northern Powerhouse agenda, including:

Participants developed their knowledge and understanding of the Northern Powerhouse, 
devolution and how they could contribute to its development. They were supported by Dr 
Andrew Mycock, from the University of Huddersfield, who provided a range of lectures and 
seminars on the themes of regional devolution and the Northern Powerhouse.
• Over 200 people attended 3 youth-led, interactive events with stakeholders from 

Yorkshire and Humber and the North West which generated new ideas about the 
future of the Northern Powerhouse. 

• They met with key stakeholders linked with the Northern Powerhouse, including 
the Minister for the Northern Powerhouse, Andrew Percy MP, Anne Longfield, the 
Children’s Commissioner, Sir Nick Weller, Head of Dixon Academy Group, Dr Grant 
Walling JSR Genetic, Dawn Badminton-Capps, Bus Users England, John Henkel, 
Transport for the North.

• Hosted a seminar as part of Leeds Business Week 2015, 

• Hosted a regional mental health conference in partnership with NHS engagement team 
and supported the development of a Yorkshire and Humber NHS Youth Advisory Group

• Developed their Fairs Fare campaign attending local, regional and national transport 
meetings, 



• Supported the Great British Apprenticeship Challenge,

• The Greater Manchester Youth Assembly has been established by young people who 
have hosted hustings for prospective mayoral candidates 

• Merseyside Youth Assembly has been established by young people who have hosted 
hustings for prospective mayoral candidates

• Additional peer led workshops on the NPH held across Yorkshire and Humber and the 
North West to educate their peers and the opportunities devolution presents.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  
Young People and the Northern Powerhouse
The young people worked together to draw up a series of recommendations which are 
evidence-led and reflect the hopes and aspirations of participants in the project:

1.	 To	encourage	co-production	and	increase	young	people’s	engagement	and	
democratic	education	by:

• Establishing a youth-led ‘Youth Council of the North’ representative body, in line with 
‘adult’ cross-regional structures, to ensure the voices of young people are heard and 
decision makers are able to engage. 

• Establishing youth-led representative bodies for each of the newly devolved areas / city 
regions. 

• Establishing sub-groups across the North on specific issues of importance for young 
people to, share practice from local authority areas and city regions, create equity and 
reduce the post code lottery:

 – Health - including mental health, a need to improve access for young people, 
reduce waiting times, how young people are dealt with and perceived. 

 – Education, apprenticeships and careers advice, a need to improve the education 
delivered in the North, increase the awareness and quality of apprenticeships as an 
alternative to a ‘levels through improved careers advice. 

 – Transport - to make this affordable, reliable and appropriate, to develop work 
already being undertaken by various groups across the North to build a picture of 
what is needed.

 – Youth Voice – how to give a voice to the million + young people in the North of 
England. 

• Supporting youth work and democratic education across the north of England that 
underpins and recruits to youth voice projects and enables lifelong citizenship

2.	 To	use	the	opportunity	to	benefit	young	people	and	their	economic	futures	by:	

• Developing Youth NHS advisory boards in each region to promote young people’s 
voice to improve services. 

• Establishing the Northern ‘Oyster’ card and introducing a minimum of half price fares 
for young people up to the age 18, leading to cost and accessibility equality across the 
region, increasing young people’s access to education and employment opportunities. 

• Providing independent careers advice to increase the awareness of the full range of 
options available to young people, linked with improved apprenticeships. 

• Reducing the gap in academic attainment between the North and South by considering 
the recommendations in the report ‘A Northern Powerhouse Schools Strategy’.
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