Professional and National Occupational Standards for Youth Work

New standards for both Youth work and Community learning and development have been published, following their approval by the National Occupational Standards Board of the UK Co-ordinating Group and the Sector Skills Development Agency (SSDA).

The Professional and National Occupational Standards for Youth Work have been developed by Lifelong Learning UK (LLUK) in close consultation with the sector and recognise the full breadth of activities that youth work in the UK undertakes.

This suite of standards describes the range of functions and associated principal activities undertaken by those working within youth work across the public, private and voluntary sectors.  The activities address those undertaken across the UK and will require youth workers to be aware of the local, social and political context within which the activities are undertaken.  The areas proposed are the full range of those undertaken by youth workers. However, it is not implied that youth workers will do all of the activities.

The agreed Key Purpose Statement and values distinguish youth work from other, sometimes related activities involving young people.  These are at the core of youth work and underpin the standards.

The key purpose is to:

‘Enable young people to develop holistically, working with them to facilitate their personal, social and educational development, to enable them to develop their voice, influence and place in society and to reach their full potential'

This statement refers to the holistic development of young people, recognising that personal, social and educational development can also include, for example, physical, political and spiritual development.

To download the new Standards use the link below

http://www.ukstandards.org/Find_Occupational_Standards.aspx?NosFindID=4&FormMode=ViewModeSuite&SuiteID=1431 

If you have trouble with this link you can download the standards from this site here  (link to document when it is copied to downloads folder it is in the Regional Trainers folder /  NOS 08  )

