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Youth Matters – Government’s green paper on youth

The Youth Work Unit for Yorkshire and the Humber welcomes the Government’s green paper ‘Youth Matters’ published on Monday 18th July. Building on the Children’s Bill ‘ Every Child Matters’, this paper focuses attention on young people 13+ rather than on children.

The paper analyses the transition to adult life, noting the contribution of school, parents and others, and seeks to ensure young people have  a ‘coherent, modern system of support’  in making that transition.

The strategy proposed wants to see integrated services from the public, voluntary and private sectors which 

· offer positive activities which young people should be involved in determining and checking fitness for purpose 

· involve more young people in volunteering, 

· provide better information advice and guidance and 

· give better individualized  intensive support to those experiencing problems.

Local Authorities are seen as having a duty to secure positive activities, this is likely to be reinforced with legislation. National standards will be developed defining the offer to young people.

Lead responsibility and accountability will rest with Children and Young People’s Trusts who will plan, commission and monitor youth provision.

Piloting of a youth opportunity smartcard will test whether this can put buying power into young people’s hands and whether such a system can work to reward and challenge behaviour. A local ‘opportunity fund’ will give young people further scope to shape and improve local provision.   

A new organisation will be set up to promote volunteering opportunities for young people in line with the Russell Commission.  Sport also features highly particularly perhaps after the successful Olympic bid, with  a network of sports development managers and more summer residential opportunities.

Information, advice and guidance presents a challenge and it is suggested that schools, FE and Connexions all have a role to play and schools being made responsible for progression. 

The strategy is keen to provide early tailored support with a lead professional to those facing serious problems or risks. Merging of various funding streams is seen as providing flexibility to tackle those with problems in an holistic way. The creation of front-line youth support teams is envisaged here.

Only £40 million additional funding is available for capital expenditure and locally resources will come more from a pooling of specific budgets than from additional cash. 

The Youth Work Unit welcomes in particular, the new statutory duty to be placed on LAs, the additional funding, the notion of an entitlement or offer and the recognition that young people should shape provision. This presents a real opportunity to improve provision and remodel services for young people. Some issues however remain to be addressed and will no doubt be picked up in the consultative phase until November eg

· universal and targeted provision, 

· smartcard operation, 

· sharing of information, 

· emphasis is on young people rather than young adults  

· workforce and performance issues 

· national framework: local action

· young people’s focus within what are often called children not children and young people’s trusts

Notes to Editors

For Comment at a national level 

Tom Wylie


Chief Executive, National Youth Agency

Media enquiries – contact Stephen Dain 0116 242 7394

For comment at a regional level :-

Miriam Jackson, 

Director, YWU – Y&H

0113 270 3595

Christine Whiley, 
Chair, Regional Principal Youth Officer’s Group 
01274 432440

Ken Montgomery  
joint chair,  Voluntary Youth Organisations Network –Y&H (VYON)
01325 364690

Kerr Kennedy
joint chair, VYON
01274 722772

For comment at a local authority level:-

The following are the heads of service across the region. They manage a mix of LA and voluntary provision to deliver positive outcomes for young people primarily 13 – 19 and can comment on the green papers likely impact.

Wakefield

Isabel Atkinson

01226 392317

North Yorkshire

Terry Begley

01609 780780

Sheffield

David Gault





Helen Bennett

0114 2012644

East Riding

Jackie Brewis

01482392802

N. E. Lincs

Angie Butler

01472 323195

N Lincs

Neil Forrest 

01724 297214

Doncaster

Dee Hammerson

01302 737370

York

Paul Herring

01904 628829 

Barnsley

David Hudson

01226 773623

Hull

Gary McManus

01482 331565

Rotherham

Rod Norton


01709 822630

Leeds

John Paxton

0113 247 7592

Calderdale

Carol Stone

01422 392529

Bradford 

Chris Whiley

01274 432440

Kirklees

Ivan York


01484 225019

For Information

The YWU is the regional strategic youth support agency established in 1998 to support and promote quality youth work. More details available.

