News from the Big Lottery Fund - Yorkshire and the Humber
Welcome to the August 2006 issue of our regional E-news round up.  In this issue you will find information about our Reaching Communities programme and National Lottery Day 2006.
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High demand for Reaching Communities 

Our Reaching Communities programme launched in December 2005 and as predicted, the programme has proven to be very popular.
Seven months into the programme, we have received over 4500 outline proposal forms (OPFs) with a value of £1billion, with £100 million available for the first year. Approximately 70 per cent of these projects (totalling £800 million) have been sent application forms. After three decision-making committees, currently 25 per cent of fundable projects are being awarded grants.
The Reaching Communities budget is of a similar size to the England budget for 04/05 in the VCS programme (medium & large). We expect demand on the programme to ease now that we have launched more of our strategic programmes, which are focused on particular types of activities and outcomes. 

We will ensure that applicants are kept advised of the demand on the programme so that they can make informed choices about whether to submit project proposals, this information will be updated regularly on our website and disseminated to helper agencies.
For more information about Reaching Communities please visit 
Reaching Communities
Latest Reaching Communities grant announcements 

Across England 24 more groups are celebrating a share of £5.1 million in the latest round of Reaching Communities awards. To date 50 groups have been awarded a total of £11,124,532.
Four groups in Yorkshire and the Humber are celebrating their awards, totaling £306,868. The successful groups are: 

Neighbourhood Elders Team, Leeds, was awarded £77,633.  The grant will enable to group to continue to support older people.
Bradford and Airedale Mental Health Advocacy Group, Bradford, received £128,282 to provide a user-led befriending service to mental health service users 
Kingfisher Primary School, Doncaster, will use its £49,000 to purchase a modular building for multiple community use on the school grounds. 
Leeds City Council, received £51,953 towards the redevelopment of an outdoor 6-a-side football area to create a floodlit games area for basketball, netball, mini-tennis, cricket, athletics and football.
To read more visit
Reaching Communities - Yorkshire and the Humber
Celebrate National Lottery Day 2006 

National Lottery Day takes place on September 23 this year and a special family activity day has been organised to mark the occasion.
Manningham Sports Centre, in Bradford, which has received Big Lottery funding, will host the event.  There will be a variety of activities throughout the day, including football, cricket, rugby and a climbing wall.  Eureka! The museum for children will be bringing its Mission:Active Future exhibit along and we’ll also be getting a visit from the Bradford Bulls mascot!
National Lottery Day is about fun and celebration. It is about thanking Lottery players who have raised £18.5 billion for good causes over the last 12 years and showing that the money has made a real difference to millions of people across the UK.
The event at Manningham Sports Centre will take place from 10am until 6pm.  If you would like to come along contact stacey.powell@biglotteryfund.org.uk for more information.
Playful Ideas 

As part of the Children’s Play initiative, Big Lottery Fund launched the ‘Playful Ideas’ programme in March 2006. This demand-led programme supports projects that focus on innovation and new ways of providing for children’s play.  
Projects seeking funding from this programme must display a creative and novel approach to addressing an identified need within the field of children’s play.
The programme is open to voluntary and community groups, the social enterprise sector, and town and parish councils and we will make capital and revenue grants between £10,000 and £250,000 for projects lasting up to five years. 
The application is a two-stage process. The first stage is to send us a short outline proposal form with details about the organisation and the project that you wish us to fund.  If we think the project is something we may fund then you will be sent a full application form and this must be returned to us within six months.
The outline proposal form can be downloaded from our website or is available from our advice line on 0845 410 2030. 

For more information about Playful Ideas and to download a form go to
Children's Play - Playful Ideas
Funding for Schools 
Whilst we are committed to distributing 60-70 per cent of Lottery funding to the voluntary and community sector, 30-40 per cent has been allocated for other agencies such as statutory organisations, including schools.
We recognise that schools are more than just centres for education and are often at the heart of local communities, becoming the centre for neighbourhood activities and we want to support schools in their broader social aims.
With this in mind we have produced a leaflet especially for schools. The leaflet summarises which of our programmes schools are able to apply to and clarifies the type of projects we will fund.
You can download the leaflet from our website. 

Making a BIG difference to schools
Awards for All 

In this region a further 103 projects have been awarded grants totaling £493,911 from July’s round of Awards for All grants.
Grants announcement
21 projects have benefited from the new upper limit and have received more than £5,000, with five projects receiving the maximum limit of £10,000.
Regional grants summary
Living Landmarks development grants announced 

Two projects in our region have been short listed under the Living Landmarks programme. The Langsett Foundation, Sheffield and Bradford Metropolitan District Council have been awarded development funding to progress their applications further.
Across the UK, 23 projects have received development funds to compete for a  small number of grants of between £10 and £25 million. Living Landmarks grants will be awarded in September 2007.
A full list of the 23 short listed projects can be found on our website. 

Living Landmarks
Queen’s Awards 

Do you know a group of volunteers who make a difference in your community? Then why not nominate them for a Queen’s Award?
The Queen’s Award for voluntary service is a new UK National Honour to recognise and reward excellence in voluntary activities carried out by groups in the community.  The award is given in recognition of outstanding achievement by groups of two or more people, who volunteer their own time to enhance and improve the quality of life and opportunity for others.
Successful groups receive a certificate from The Queen and a commemorative piece of crystal.  For more information see 

www.queensawardvoluntary.gov.uk
For more information about any of our programmes see our website www.biglotteryfund.org.uk or call our advice line 0845 4 10 20 30.
