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Update on the development of QCF Youth work qualifications
August 2010
NYA have now completed phase 2 of the consultation regarding the Level 2 and Level 3 Youth Work qualifications which will replace the existing VRQ’s and NVQ’s.

A number of issues were raised in the consultation which all Awarding Bodies working on this development have agreed with LLUK to consider and amend proposals to address the issues. 

1. Size of qualifications – there was concern that at both levels the size was too large.  The sizings had been dictated to the group by LLUK.  New staff at LLUK have agreed to consider smaller qualifications with less credits coming from Optional Units.  Awarding Bodies working on the development are now looking to create the following:
Level 2 Certificate with a low 20’s credit value

Level 3 Diploma with a low 40’s credit value

These will provide the competence qualification for Youth Work to sit in the Apprenticeship Framework.

Awarding Bodies are also looking at Rules of Combination for an Award at Level 2 and Level 3 (max 12 credits) and Certificate at Level 3 (low 20’s credit value) 
2. Size of some of Mandatory Units
Awarding Bodies are looking at splitting some of the larger Mandatory Units to make them more focussed to really emphasise issues and specific skills.  The aim is not to reduce the actual number of credits coming from the Mandatory units, but to have more, smaller units.

3. Concern that units seem too theoretical/ knowledge based

The qualification was always intended to sit as D1 conferring competence.  When reviewing the Mandatory units, Awarding Bodies will check wording so that demonstration of skills is made more explicit.

4. Reviewing Optional Units
Awarding Bodies are look at the possibility of additional optional units to particularly broaden the scope for volunteer workers.  

Revised Timescales

These revisions are going to take a little time, and it is intended to submit the qualifications to Ofqual for accreditation will be done by mid November 2010 for Jan 1st 2011 start date.  

In the meantime ABC Awards will be working with LLUK, NYA and the other Awarding Bodies involved in this project to complete this project.  

Centres are reminded that they can register learners on the existing VRQ’s and NVQ’s up to the end of December 2010. Funding has been secured for these in agreement with LLUK.  Learners who begin programmes between September 2010 and December 2010, will have time through to the certification end date to complete their qualification. 
